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Ext  rafts  of  Letters  from  C.  M.  Thode,  Efq.  Surgeon  to  the  Emprefs 
ö/Ruffia,  and  Councilor  at  the  Court  of  Peterfburg,  to  Dr.  Leake, 
on  the  Subjeft  of  his  New  Forceps,  trttnßated from  the  German 
Originals  now  in  his  Pojfejion. 
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SIR,  1  *  Peterßurgy  May  6,  1776. 

THE  Efteem  I  have  always  entertained  for  your  Perfon  and 
Abilities,  and  the  Gratitude  I  owe  you,  require,  before  every 
thing,  that  I  return  you  my  humble  and  fincere  Thanks  for  all  the 
Favours  received  of  you,  during  my  Stay  in  London ,  when  I  had  the 
Pleafure  of  attending  your  public  Leftures ,  as  well  as  of  frequenting 
the  Weßminßer  Lying-in  Hofpital ,  under  your  Direction  j  and  alfo  for 
the  Honor  you  have  done  me  fince  my  Abfence,  by  fending  me  your 
New  invented  Forceps  with  three  Blades. 

I  mull  confefs.  Sir,  when  firft  you  (hewed  me  the  Model  of  thefe 
Forceps ,  the  Invention  appeared  more  curious  than  materially  ufeful : 

I  confidered  it  as  a  complex  Inftrument,  the  Application  of  which, 
for  that  Reafon,  might  be  liable  to  Difficulties. 

Thefe  were  my  Sentiments  when  I  received  this  Inftrument,  and 
until  I  experienced  it’s  Utility,  in  two  Cafes,  where,  I  am  fure,  with¬ 
out  the  Affiftance  of  the.  tfird  Blade ,  it  would  have  been  impoffible 
for  me  to  deliver  the  Mother. 

In  the  firft  Cafe,  the  Patient  was  a  healthy,  ftrong  young  Woman, 
who  on  former  Occafions,  had  eafy  Labours ;  yet,  here  it  fo  happened, 
that  after  the  Difcharge  of  the  Waters,  the  Child’s  Head  remained 
firmly  wedged  within  the  Pelvis.  In  this  Situation  the  Woman  had 
been  in  ftrong  Labour  during  three  Days;  and  when  I  was  called,  on 
Enquiry,  I  found  her  Pains  had  ceafed  for  near  twenty -four  Hours;  ♦ 
She' was  extremely  weak  and  exhaufted.  It  was  not  without  great 
trouble  I  difeovered  that  the  back  part  of  the  Head  had  been  forced 

over  the  Oja  Pubis.  All  my  Endeavours  to  bring  it  into  a  more  fa- 

E  vourable 


vourable  Pofttion  proved  ineffectual.  The  Uie  of  Smellic  s  Forceps, 

alfo  proved  unfuccefsful. 

Here,  Sir,  for  the  firft  Time,  I  experienced  the  great  Excellence 
of  your  Nciv  Forceps,  and  that  nothing  could  equal  the  Utility 
of  their  third  Blade ,  or  Lever.. 

In  the  leccnd  Cafe,  the  Axis  of  the  Head  was  in  a  fimilar  Situation, 
only  with  this  Difference,  that  the  Fore-Head  was  forced  over  the 
Bones  of  the  Pubes.  In  the  firft  Cafe,  by  Means  of  your  Forceps» 
1  was  enabled  to  fave  the  Mother ,  and  in  the  fecond,  both  the  Mother 
and  Child  j  for  which  Reafon  I  cannot  help  being  very  much  pieafed 
with  your  Invention.. 

Knowing,  Sir,  your  Candor  and  Indulgence,  I  flatter  myfelf  with 
Hopes,  that  you  will  not  take  amifs  what  I  have  here  mentioned,  re¬ 
garding  the  Prejudices  I  at  firft  conceived  of  your  New.  Inftrument, . 
fince  I  now  willingly  confefs  I  was  then  very  much  miftaken..  This 
is  often  the  Cafe,  when  we  truft  to  Opinion  only. 

Prompted  by  Humanity,  you  have,  by  Means  of  this  New  Inßru - 
ment,  endeavoured  to  fave  the  Life  of  the  Child,  where  others  have 
not  fcrupled  to  deflroy  it,  as  a  Thing  unavoidably  neceflary.  How 
beneficial  would  it  be  to  Society,  if  every  one  would  follow  your  Ex¬ 
ample  j  and  if  Prejudice ,  Ignorance,  and  Vanity  would  no  longer 
hinder  fome  Men  of  the  Profeflion  from  examining  with  Impartiality 
and  Attention  whatever  is  new  and  ufejul? 

But  what  do  you  think  of  thofe  who  endeavour  to  pejfuade  the 
Public  of  their  Abilities  to  deliver  Women  in  all  Cafes  ©f  Midwifery, 
without  the  Afliftance  of  any  Inftrument  whatfoever  ?  Not  to  mention 
feveral  particular  Cafes  where  all  Authors  agree,  that  Inftruments  are 
indifpenfably  neceflary ;  I  am  of  Opinion,  that  even  the  moft  natural 
Cafe,  under  certain  Circumftances,  fuch  as  Floodings ,  &c.  may  re¬ 
quire  their  Ufe,  particularly  the  Forceps.  Of  this  I  am  fully  convinced, 
by  a  Cafe  which  lately  occurred  to  me  :  It  was  in  a  ftrong  young 
Woman,  with  a  well  formed  Pelvis,  in  her  firft  Lying-in.  The 
Patient’s  Strength  was  fo  totally  exhaufted,  by  being  put  too  early  upon 
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Labour  by  an  Ignorant  Midwife,  that  although  the  Child’s  Head  was 
confiderably  advanced,  the  Pains  were  infufficient  to  terminate  the 
Labour.  I  found  the  Patient  motionlefs,  and  almoft  dead,  her  Extremi¬ 
ties  being  cold,  even  near  to  her  Body,  with  hardly  any  Pulfe  or  Re- 
fpiration.  I  was  under  the  Neeeffity  of  ufing  the  Forceps  j  but  not¬ 
withstanding  I  delivered  the  Patient  in  a  few  Minutes,  fhe  died  foon 
after. 

fs  not  this  a  Proof  that  even  the  moil  natural  Cafes,  where  the 
Strength  is  exhausted,  fometimes  require  Instruments ;  and  if  fo,. 
how  much  more  requifite  will  be  their  Ufe  in  deformed  Perfons, 
where  there  muft  be  (till  greater  Difficulty  ? 

I  cannot  conclude  without  fending  you  a  very  particular  Cafe,, 
which  I  believe  deferves  Attention,  as  I  do  not  remember  any  Author 
who  has  mentioned  that  Operation  which  I  practiced  with  Succefs. 

By  the  Cafe  I  here  inclofe,  together  with  three  accurate  Drawings, 
of  which.  Sir,  I  beg  your  Acceptance,  you  will  perceive  that  the 
Head  of  a  big  Child  was  torn  from  the  Body,  and  left  behind  in  a 
narrow  and  diilorted  Pelvis:  Two  Ikilful  Accoucheurs  had  already 
laboured  in  Vain  for  feveral  Hours  to  extradl  it. 

When  I  was  called  for  Affiffance,  the  Cafarian  Operation  was  pro- 
pofed ;  but,  by  a  fuccefsful  Attempt  with  an  Inflrument,  in  the 
the  Manner  mentioned  in  the  Cafe,  and  the  Figure  of  which  I  here 
fend  you,  I  brought  the  Head  away»  and  delivered  the  Patient  in  a 
few  Minutes.^ 

I  fhould  be  extremely  glad  to  be  favoured  with  your  Opinion  of 
the  different  Cafes  I  have  here  inclofed,  and  am,  with  great  Efteem, 

SIR, 

Your  moft  obedient  Servant, 

»4  -  x  -i  vV  ,  ‘  •  -  V  V  .  V  \ 

C.  M,*.  TH  O  DE* 

SIR, 


S  I  R,  Holland Hague ,  Nov.  12,  1776. 

I  Do  not  doubt  but  you  will  be  much  furprized  to  hear  l  am  fo  near, 
and  that  in  a  few  Weeks  I  hope  to  have  the  Pleafure  of  feeing  you 
in  London .  At  Leiden  I  had  the  Satisfaction  of  being  in  Company 
with  Dr.  Brand ,  a  very  able  and  experienced  Accoucheur ,  much 
efteemed  by  all  the  Profefiors  of  that  Univerfity.  Among  other 
Things,  your  New  invented  Forceps  became  the  Subject  of  Con¬ 
vention.  He  told  me  he  had  not  yet  feen  that  Inftrument,  but  had 
heard  much  of  it,  and  that  feveral  Cafes  had  occurred  to  him,  where 
he  had  been  obliged  to  ufe  a  third  Blade  taken  from  another  Inftru- 
ment,  in  the  Manner  of  your  Lever ,  and  that  he  particularly  remem¬ 
bered  two  Inßances  where  he  had  been  fuccefsful  and  was  able  to  ac- 
complifh  what,  without  fuch  a  third  Blade  would  have  been  utterly 
impoflible. 

In  one  of  thefe  Cafes,  indeed,  he  cauied  a  depreflion  of  the  Bones 
of  the  Head,  which  notwithftanding  all  his  Endeavours,  he  could 
not  raife,  but  which,  in  a  few  Days,  difappeared  of  itfelf  and  the 
Child  was  then  alive  and  well. 

He  wifhes  to  have  a  Pair  of  your  New  Forceps ,  and  much  approves 
your  Invention  of  adding  a  third  Blade.  I  hope  to  find  you  well  on 
my  Arrival  in  London ,  and  remain,  with  the  utmoft  RefpeCt, 

SIR,  '  ■  • 

I  r  f.  ■  (  'i  r  *  -<>».-  .  ,» 

Your  moft  humble  Servant, 

L  •«(.■*«.-  4.  *>  /  i .  I  •**  f  r  »  .  4  . /  *  .*  t.  Ju  " 

O.M.  X..  T  HQ  DE. 

‘^C  tj  (  ?  v,r  Lß.’r  ■  «ix^  ocJ  Lluudi  I 

Dr.  Leake  is  informed  that  the  Defcription  of  his  Forceps  is 
tranfiated  into  French  by  Monßcur  Chaßieur ,  Surgeon  at  Dyony  in 
France.  Dr.  Wedenberg ,  from  Stockholm ,  alfo  acquaints  him  that  it 
is  tranfated  by  Dr.  Kronits,  Phyfician  at  Berlin . 


